
2  BaylorHealth / March 2005  Visit us at BaylorHealth.com 

Baylor All Saints Medical Center at Cityview 
7100 Oakmont Blvd., Fort Worth, TX 76132 
(817) 346-5700

Baylor All Saints Medical Center at Fort Worth 
1400 Eighth Ave., Fort Worth, TX 76104 
(817) 926-2544
Editor: Quay T. Lutrell
Baylor Health Care System Managing Editor: 
Lauren Law
All Saints Imaging Center: (817) 922-7780
All Saints Health Foundation: (817) 922-7707
All Saints Regional Heart Center: (817) 922-1062
Behavioral Health Services: (817) 922-1162 
Carter Rehabilitation  
& Fitness Center: (817) 922-1139
Diabetes Center: (817) 922-1794

Lymphedema Center: (817) 922-2530
Neuroscience Program: (817) 922-7657
Pain Management Program: (817) 922-2182
Transplantation Services: (817) 922-4650
Volunteer Services: (817) 922-2376
Wound Management Program: (817) 922-2430

Baylor Health Care System Mission: 
Founded as a Christian ministry of healing, 
Baylor Health Care System exists to serve all 
people through exemplary health care, educa-
tion, research and community service.
Visit BaylorHealth.com or call 1-800-4BAYLOR 
(1-800-422-9567) for information about Baylor 
All Saints Medical Center services, upcoming 
events, physician referrals, career opportunities 
and more.

BaylorHealth is published six times a year for 
friends and supporters of Baylor All Saints 
Medical Centers and is distributed by the 
Marketing Department of Baylor All Saints 
Medical Centers.

BaylorHealth is published by McMurry.  
© 2005 Baylor Health Care System.

The material in BaylorHealth is not intended 
for diagnosing or prescribing. Consult your 
physician before undertaking any form of medi-
cal treatment or adopting any exercise program 
or dietary guidelines.

Physicians are members of the medical staff 
at one of Baylor Health Care System’s subsidiary, 
community or affiliated medical centers and are 
neither employees nor agents of those medical 

centers, Baylor All Saints Medical Centers or 
Baylor Health Care System.

Photographs may include models or actors 
and may not represent actual patients.

If you are receiving multiple copies, need 
to change your mailing address or do not wish 
to receive this publication, please send your 
mailing label(s) and the updated information 
to McMurry, McMurry Campus Center, 1010 
E. Missouri Ave., Phoenix, AZ 85014, 1-888-
626-8779.

On the Cover 
Unexplained symptoms led Cherina Craft, 
20, to see her physician for a diagnosis.

4  Six Flags
They may seem innocent, but these are 
six symptoms you shouldn’t ignore.

6  Gut Busters
Staying one step ahead  
of ulcers.

7  Customized Care
Experimental cancer vaccines 
are being researched at Baylor.

8 The Secret of 
Parkinson’s Disease
New treatments are helping patients 
cope with symptoms.

9  Everything and the
 Kitchen Sink

Tips for helping you take multiple 
medications safely.

10  Family Ties
A collaborative effort at Baylor delivers 
advanced colon cancer care.

11  Health Briefs
News for your health from Baylor.

TRANSPLANT SAVES 
YOUNG MOTHER’S LIFE
Out of eight sisters and only one 
brother, Randy LeGrand was a per-
fect match. That meant he would  
be the one to donate a kidney to his 
22-year-old sister Melanie, whose 
only hope was a transplant.

“I would do it all over again in a 
heartbeat,” says Randy, a 32-year-old 
network manager. “Her son, Tate, 
needed his mama.”

The LeGrand family traveled 
from Amarillo to Fort Worth last 
September, just three months 
after Tate was born, so Randy and 
Melanie could undergo a living 
donor transplant at Baylor All Saints 
Medical Center.

“We feel incredibly blessed to help 
a young person in this situation,” 

says Marlon Levy, M.D., direc-
tor of the transplant program 
on the medical staff at Baylor 
All Saints. “Nothing is more 
compelling than restoring a 
young mother’s health, allow-
ing her to be with her child.” 

Today, both Melanie and 
Randy feel great. And Tate is 

a happy, healthy toddler. But there 
were many challenges along the way.

In 2003, Melanie was five months 
pregnant when she was diagnosed 
with IgA neuropathy, a chronic, 
progressive kidney disease. Little 
by little, her kidneys failed, and 
within three weeks, she was hospi-
talized. She required daily dialysis, 
a treatment that circulates the blood 
through a machine that takes the 
place of the kidneys. One day short 
of her 24th week of pregnancy, 
Melanie delivered Tate prematurely. 
He weighed just 1 lb., 5.9 oz. 

Tate remained in the hospital 
for another 110 days. Melanie went 
home, but continued dialysis three 
times a week. Finally, in September 
2004, almost exactly one year after 
Tate arrived home, Melanie had her 
own miracle: a new kidney, thanks  
to her big brother Randy. 

“I am so grateful for all the 
prayers and support we received, 
and for my family and the special 
people at Baylor All Saints,” Melanie 
says. By Janan Talafer

Baylor All Saints Medical Center began its transplant program in 2002 and now offers 
transplantation for kidneys, liver and pancreas. The hospital also performs live donor 
transplants, a procedure not uniformly done at all medical centers because of the 
higher technical challenge. “Offering this procedure speaks to the high level of capabil-
ity of the transplant team, the medical staff, and the maturation of our program,” says 
the transplant program’s director, Marlon Levy, M.D., who is on the medical staff at 
Baylor All Saints. During a live donor transplant, the donor’s kidney is removed during 
laparoscopic surgery and then placed into the recipient. A kidney from a living donor, 
rather than one from a nonliving donor, enhances the outcome for the recipient.
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